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Outline for Sabbath School Teachers with ideas for group discussion inspired by the Teachers’ Edition of the Sabbath School Lesson prepared by the General Conference SS ministry.



Lesson n. 11	07-13 December 2019	
Title:  		Backslidden People
Key texts:	Nehemiah 13:1-22; John 5:5-16; Deuteronomy 23:3-6; Numbers 18:21-24.  
   

A. Themes to Explore:   
1. It is always so easy to wander off of the “straight and narrow” way and return to compromises, unfaithfulness, and estrangement from God. 
2. Nehemiah promoted reforms in various areas: against syncretism with other religions, idolatry, infidelity to the law, apostasy in general.
3. Among the salient points that Nehemiah highlighted were the Sabbath and tithe.
 

B. Teaching Suggestions
1. Using Nehemiah’s reform as a starting point, consider the need for reform and the steps involved for a reform amongst us today, keeping in mind that reform is a continuous process.  
 

 C. Other possible questions for deeper study, debate, sharing and testimony  
1. How would you describe Nehemiah, the model reformer? How can we, today, apply the principles he put in action?
2. How should we interpret and apply the acts of separation that Nehemiah applied in his time to foreigners and spouses in mixed marriages?
3. What principles should motivate every act of reform?
4. How can we interest church members in reform in sensitive areas like giving tithe and Sabbath observance? 
5. What might be the best ways to be light, yeast and salt for those around us?
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Standard Questions to Help Facilitate Group Discussion:
1. Why is this lesson important to me? What new things have I discovered? 
2.	What is not clear to me and what else is there still to learn from God’s Word? 
3.   	Where and how can I practice what I’ve learned from God’s Word? 
4.	How can I begin to apply what I have learned from God’s Word and communicate it to others? 
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