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Outline for Sabbath School Teachers with ideas for group discussion inspired by the Teachers’ Edition of the Sabbath School Lesson prepared by the General Conference SS ministry.



Lesson n. 04	19 - 25 October 2019	
Title:  		Facing Opposition
[bookmark: _GoBack]Key texts:	Ezra 4-5:5; Nehemiah 4; 6:1-13; 2 Corinthians 6:14; Haggai 1 



A. Themes to Explore:   
1. Rebuilding is a difficult job, dangerous but vital, and it was also for Ezra and Nehemiah. It is still arduous today. 
2. As it was then with Haggai and Zechariah, God always has messages and directives for His people who are willing to rebuild.  
3. Not everything was positive and clear, Haggai brings to light problems and contradictions at the core of God’s people. 


B. Teaching Suggestions
1. In your group, study the possible parallels between us and the time of Nehemiah and identify the actions we can take forward.  


 C. Other possible questions for deeper study, debate, sharing and testimony  
1. What lessons can we learn today from the difficulties and conflicts the Jews had at the time of Nehemiah?
2. What does the steadfastness and prudence of Nehemiah teach us, first in the work of rebuilding and secondly towards enemies?
3. What obstacles do you find in yourself and in the church that prevent moving forward with the building of God’s kingdom in us?
4. In what areas, internal and external to the church, are we called to a work of rebuilding today?


Translator: Catherine Bertolini

Standard Questions to Help Facilitate Group Discussion:
1. Why is this lesson important to me? What new things have I discovered? 
2.	What is not clear to me and what else is there still to learn from God’s Word? 
3.   	Where and how can I practice what I’ve learned from God’s Word? 
4.	How can I begin to apply what I have learned from God’s Word and communicate it to others? 
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