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Lesson n. 02	04 January 2020 
Title:  		From Jerusalem to Babylon
Key texts:	Daniel 1; 2 Kings 21:10-16; Matthew 16:24-26; Galatians 2:19,20; 2 Corinthians 4:17; James 1:5.

A. Themes to Explore:   
1. In Daniel God is the principle protagonist, He has control over history; He guides, corrects, judges, redeems.
2. The passage from Jerusalem to Babylon is not only geographical, it is spiritual and mental, from the sovereignty of God to the dominion of the world. 
3. Daniel and his group of friends demonstrate that despite being under the rulers of the time it is possible to remain faithful and free. God used them to speak in Babylon. 

B. Learning Objectives
1. 	Reflect on the continuing liberty that we have to be faithful to God even under other laws and powers. Viktor Frankl, prisoner at Auschwitz, wrote: “Internal freedom of choice always remains.”

C. Possible questions for deeper study, debate, reflect and sharing the Word
1. Try to imagine yourselves in the same conditions as Daniel’s group: prisoners uprooted from their homeland, obliged to live in a different way. How would you react? How would you defend your faith?
2. What was at the root of the strength and faith of these young men that made them resistant to the stress of their time?
3. How can I withstand the stresses of today which strike at the values of the Gospel from various directions?
4. What kind of people should God’s children be to meet the need of our times? How can we make a difference for God today? 

Note for Sabbath School Directors, Teachers and Church Leaders. 

In this second week we describe in more detail the 4 objectives of the Sabbath School stated in the Church Manual: “study of the Scripture, fellowship, community outreach, and world mission emphasis”. 

These correspond to the strategies that the church has proposed for several decades and that other denominations are also discovering. Objectives known as Reach Up; Reach In; Reach Out. Here is a brief description:
Reach Up describes the priority of knowing and having a personal relationship with Jesus. It means seeking Him and recognising this as a personal and community fundamental need. It is obtained by the study of and meditation on the revelation of God, in sharing this Word, and not least in the practice of prayer. 
By Reach In we understand the practice of brotherhood, seeking unity in the community of believers, being mutually considerate, offering reciprocal support, listening to each other, sympathy and constructing unity in love. Jesus said: “they will know you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” John 13:35).
Reach Out refers to missionary endeavour. It is going to your ‘neighbours’, starting with those closest to you, offering service to meet other’s needs, interesting ourselves in the salvation of others, witnessing to them about knowing and having faith in Jesus. 

The 4 objectives of the Sabbath School are contained within these three concepts. They are the objectives that the church needs to be clear about in every part of its organisation and that the Sabbath School should meet every Sabbath morning. Starting next week, we will analyse them one by one, giving pointers that Sabbath school groups/classes can work towards. 



























  Translator: Cathy Bertolini
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