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Outline for Sabbath School Teachers with ideas for group discussion inspired by the Teachers’ Edition of the Sabbath School Lesson prepared by the General Conference SS ministry.

Lesson No. 06		31 July – 6 August 2021
Title:				Finding Rest in Family Ties
	
	
 Pastoral Group Objectives
Think of those in your church who are experiencing difficult times, pray for them and plan deeds of solidarity.      
__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Let’s Share the Word
Key Texts: Ephesians 6:1-13; 2 Peter 3:17-18; Hebrews 11:17-22; 1 John 3:1-2; Genesis 34 & 39.   

Themes to Explore
1. The family, the first institution created by God, often becomes a place of suffering, dysfunction and battle.
2. In Abraham, Isaac and Jacob we can identify many causes of dysfunctionality: for example polygamy and lies.  
3. The story of Joseph teaches us how seeking God and faithfulness to Him always lead to the best outcomes for everyone, even if the social and family context in which we live is not the best. 


Suggestions for Teaching and Spiritual Objectives:
Study the factors that can transform many negative circumstances and facts into reasons for growth, praise and victory.


Possible Questions for Deeper Study, Sharing and Application: 
1. How should we view men of faith (Abraham, Isaac and Jacob) in the light of their critical family situations? What lessons can we learn from their experiences?
2. What lessons can we learn from the troubled family history of Joseph? How and where did he find equilibrium?
3. Read Genesis 39:9-12 & 21. Imagine the experience of Joseph and comment on the words – ‘And the Lord was with Joseph’.
4. List the factors that determined Joseph’s victories. Share your experiences which bear this out. Discuss how you can help others participate in the same experience. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

Personal Testimony and Church Mission: 
Renew our commitment be missionaries, pray for each other about this, for those who are seeking the Lord and salvation.   
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