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Outline for Sabbath School Teachers with ideas for group discussion inspired by the Teachers’ Edition of the Sabbath School Lesson prepared by the General Conference SS ministry.

Lesson No. 01		25 December 2021 – 01 January 2022
Title:				The Letter to the Hebrews and to Us.

	
 Themes to Explore
Identify the messages and important exhortations that this sermon has even for us today. 
Highlight the contributions that the book of Hebrews has to offer to the understanding of the message of salvation. 
The early Christians build their faith, they started on the right foot; but then they “lost their first love”. Why?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Let’s Share the Word
Key Texts: Hebrews 2:3,4; 3:12-14; 13: 1-13; 1 Kings 19:1-18; Numbers 13; 1 Peter 4:14-16.

Pastoral Group Objectives
1. Study the difficult situation that the first Christians faced – subjected to persecution caused by both fellow Hebrews and pagans.
2. Examine the faith of the early Christians together with that of Elijah. How to we shape up compared to them?
3. Reflect on the way in which the Lord helped His own in those painful years and how that experience is useful for us.  
4. Consider our responsibilities today towards those who are discriminated against and whose freedom is limited. Plan initiatives to help.
5. Present the nature and acts of God that are intended to be of help to those who suffer from discrimination, etc.

Suggestions for Teaching and Spiritual Objectives
Propose to the group that they read the whole of the letter to the Hebrews in the next week to understand better who God is to those who are suffering for the above-mentioned reasons, and what He wants to do for them.


Possible Questions for Deeper Study, Sharing and Application
1. Why is it that those who stand on God’s side often are subjected to restrictions, discrimination and opposition?
2. What strong messages from this sermon can we list and reserve for the comfort of those who find themselves in the difficulties listed above?
3. How can the experience of the believers persecuted for their faith help us to face our difficult times?
4. Why did Elijah have moments of discomfort despite the great manifestations of God in his life? What can we learn from his experience today?
5. What message from this letter can we make our own and share with others for enrichment and growth in faith?
6. What arguments can you list which would help those who do not have the certainty of eternal life by resurrection?
________________________________________________________________________________________

Personal Testimony and Church Mission: 
Share the beauty of texts such as Hebrews 4:14; 12:1-2 and reflect on how to use them to help build the faith of others.
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