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Outline for Sabbath School Teachers with ideas for group discussion inspired by the Teachers’ Edition of the Sabbath School Lesson prepared by the General Conference SS ministry.

Lesson No. 7		07 – 13 May 2022
Title:				The Covenant with Abraham

Themes to Explore
· To a couple, advanced in years with no offspring and without a future, God makes a unique promise: from you will come NATIONS!
· God promised Abraham a numerous legacy and asked him for a sign of his obedience – circumcision!
· In the Old Covenant circumcision was a sign of the covenant. There were implications for both God and man.
· The strong point of this covenant was faith. Abraham became the dynamic model for understanding what it means to have faith.
· A couple who were 100 and 90 years old, believed in a promise that God made that went against the normal laws of nature.
· The need for faith is fundamental and universal: it is an existential necessity. Bringing faith to others is mission.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Let’s Share the Word
Key Texts: 	Genesis 15-19; Romans 4:3,4,9,20,22; James 2:23         

Pastoral Group Objectives
1. What facts make Abraham a practical and dynamic model of what it means to believe and trust in God?

Suggestions for Teaching and Spiritual Objectives:
Help those present to analyse their faith and consider how to build it up and exercise it.

Possible Questions for Deeper Study, Sharing and Application: 
1. Why is faith and the experience of Abraham worth studying, making your own (copying) and sharing?
2. List the characteristics of the faith of Abraham that made him God’s friend. Share them and make them your characteristics.
3. What are the factors that created a strong faith in Abraham?
4. How can we help others to develop a strong, genuine faith? What does the story of Abraham teach us?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Personal Testimony and Church Mission: 
Engage in a group exercise: compare the faith of Abraham with that of Jesus, draw out lessons from this and study how you can share this with others, to help them with their need of faith. 
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